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Abstract: In this eye-opening expose, two attorneys, Wendy Murphy and Anne Stevenson, powerfully combine their legal experience and research
expertise to uncover the myriad of reasons why mothers are so often defeated in their attempts to shield their children from exposure to abuse at
the hands of their fathers. The authors ably articulate the systemic features that detrimentally impact these mothers' child custody cases--patterns
such as gender bias, improper fi nancial incentives and other corrupt behaviors on the part of many legal professionals, a lack of criminal court
involvement in domestic abuse cases, and especially, the massive amounts of federal funds that have been channeled into "fatherhood programs."
These fatherhood programs, and all of the problems covered in this comprehensive piece, not only fail to serve the best interests of children but
actually serve the nefarious purposes of the abusers who seek to harm and control the most vulnerable members of our society--abused mothers
and children.
Copyright of Family & Intimate Partner Violence Quarterly is the property of Civic Research Institute and its content may not be copied or
emailed to multiple sites or posted to a listserv without the copyright holder's express written permission. However, users may print, download, or
email articles for individual use. This abstract may be abridged. No warranty is given about the accuracy of the copy. Users should refer to the
original published version of the material for the full abstract.
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